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Claims 6-11 remain in this application. Claims 1-5 have been 
canceled. 

in the Office Action it was stated that claim 7 recites the 
limitation -the combination of a plurality of nodes-. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
Claims 7-11 were rejected. Claim 7 has been amended to provide 
proper antecedent basis for the above rejected limitation. In 
view of the above remarks and amendment to claim 7, it is 
respectfully submitted that this rejection has been satisfied and 
should be withdrawn. 

Claims 6-9 were rejected under the judicially created doctrine of 
obviousness-type double patenting as unpatentable over claims 1-3 
of patent No. 6,370,261 for the reasons stated in the Office 
Action, iu response to the double patenting rejection, a 
Terminal Disclaimer and Government fee of 9110.00 by Deposit 
Account Charge are being filed and paid respectively with this 
response disclaiming the portion of the patent term of any patent 
issuing on the subject application beyond the term of U.S. Patent 
uo. 6.370,261. m view of the above remarks and the attached 
Terminal Disclaimer, it is respectfully submitted that this 
rejection has been satisfied and should be withdrawn. 



The Examiner has acknowledged that claims 10 and 11 are directed 
I to allowable subject matter if rewritten to overcome the 

! rejections under 35 USC 112, second paragraph, in the Office 

Action and to Include all of tne limitations of the base claim 
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ana any intervening claims. As clai* 7 has heen amended to 
overcome the rejections under 35 USC U, second paragraph and in 
vlew of the terminal disclaimer heing filed with this amendment 
it is respectfully aubmitted that claims 10 and U are allowable. 

Ia the event there are further issues remaining the Examiner is 
respectfully revested to telephone attorney to reach agreement 
to expedite issuance of this application. 

fc « a timelv Notice of Allowance 

Applicant respectfully requests that a timely Nor 

be issued in this case. 

Since the present claims set forth the present invention 
patently and distinctly, and are not taught by the cited art 
either tafcen alone or in combination, this amendment is believed 
to place this case in conation for allowance and' the Examxner is 
respectfully requested to reconsider the matter, enter this 
amendment, and to allow all of the claims in this case. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Keiji Hanawa 

by; — 

Martin a. Parber 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registered Representative 
Registration Ho. 22,345 

sgBg a s aTB ™ muss mass m cf* aggifia 

I hereby certify that the accompanying Amendment "d^erminal^ 
Disclaimer with Depo wccunt Cha «% laflS ^il in an 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on August l, 2003. 

Dated; August 1, 2003 Martin A, Fartoer 

666 United Nations Plaza 
New York, NY 10017 

J (212)758-2878 
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